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THE KGB — AN INSTRUMENT OF SOVIET POWER

In April 1983 the Gover ent of France, a leftist co. tion including
three Communist ministers, created headlines when it expelled 47 Soviet
officials on charges of espionage. A month later the Ayatollah Khomeini's

lamic Republic of Iran surprised friend and foe alike by its expulsion of 18
Soviet diplomats on charges of espionage, subversion and illegal interfer-
ence in the internal affairs of Iran. During the past two years Soviet
personnel were expelled, detained or convicted on similar charoes also in
Great Britain, West Germany, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, the therlands,
Canada, Norway, Sweden, Thailand, Australia and the United States of
America. In earlier years there were spectacular expulsions of Soviets
masquerading as diplomats from Mexico, Argentina, Turkey and Uruguay
and, in the perhaps most dramatic incident of all, from Great Britain in
1971, when 107 Soviet personnel were expelled, to be sure only after Soviet
intelligence had scored some tr'  astonishing successes in the penetration
of the British establishment.

The above list of countries is merely a sample of the many locations
in which the KGB's activities were found intoleral by the local authori-
ties, but it should suffice to indicate that the KGB's operations are
conducted independently of the political coloration of any local govern-
ment.

The Nature of the KGB

What then, is this KGB, which has inspired the ire of leftists and
rightists; which seems to be ubiquitous and whose chief for fifteen years,
Yuri Andropov, became the head of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(even if his rule was a short one because of poor health and untimely
death)?

In simplest terms, the KGB -- the Committee of State Security -- is
the large, influential and much feared agency which is responsible for the
security of the Soviet state. Its responsibilities include espionage, covert
action, counterintelligence, border protection and population control along
with a limited charter for the enforcement of laws and administrative
measures bearing on the security of the state. (Prior to the mid-fifties,
the charter of the KGB and its predecessor organizations was virtually
unlimited, or limited only by the will of Stalin.)

The KGB has no Western counterpart -- the centralization of internal
and external security and the coupling of population control, law eni :e-
ment and executive authority under a single agency would be anathema in
any democracy. The organization outside Russia which came perhaps
closest to the concept of the KGB was in Hitler's Germany where the Main
Office for the Security of the Reich (RSHA --Reichssicherheitshauptamt)
combined most of the functions which are associated with the KGB.
Fortunately, the RSHA did not survive the defeat of Nazi Germany.
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