
Weekly Intelligence Notes
Exclusive Book Review 

(November 2024)

A Comparative Review

Queen of Cuba: An FBI Agent’s 
Insider Account of the Spy Who 
Evaded Detection for 17 Years

by Peter J. Lapp
Post Hill Press (2023)

Code Name Blue Wren:  The 
True Story of America’s Most 
Dangerous Female Spy and the 
Sister She Betrayed

by Jim Popkin
Hanover Square Press (2023)

 

Review by Baker Institute for Public 
Policy Non-Resident Scholar
Richard J. Killroy, Jr., PhD.*

Order Book Here Order Book Here

https://www.amazon.com/Queen-Cuba-Insider-Account-Detection/dp/163758959X/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0i_e9jaqNpW5zKyAI4Gx2IDzW7k48TnnQc0wNs-l8fsc9uTfF95UawcwsvboXJpckxXq6HfIQYrkK0iiBvSVps-BTeF5RKeFoiBae9t58jmFjpaJdaFbc8qeClPTmzJkwuU7-6R18Q_zaR5wcpX62jnN9qMR54fT-6LZqOwEOBs-KzhNngETRXf2Tj6hOkOhaDQUUNBR_Tj58iavoScMzEnpbViYIIx4OFsOOFFAI9g.UYtU8XhxZpcsv-pkDul7FARNDbCShdrgYQM33Ng-_RQ&qid=1730711102&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Code-Name-Blue-Wren-Spy-ebook/dp/B09XBGYWSR/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3D3G3BXLKDYEY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BF_yLCtni7fbFGnZHYdGy-MTdYSn2Ko0PfCg6i_IGrPp3ODFhZjhletSxjbaql05Yt8nO__bVrMUZW0wnxFBCfqW_nJ3SG99vgYueNEUz1I.aMdJas8jUW4LoPH6LnCrKc0nMiyYO45fODnnARWSeAQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=code+name+blue+wren&qid=1730711152&sprefix=code+name+blue+wre,aps,237&sr=8-1


hen Ana Montes was released from the federal corrections facility at Ft. Worth, 
Texas after having served over 20 years for spying for Cuba, very few Americans 
had ever heard of the Queen of Cuba, the title of Peter Lapp’s book.  Jim Popkin, in 

Code Name Blue Wren calls her “America’s most dangerous female spy.”  News of her arrest for 
spying for Cuba for 17 years was overtaken by other events in September 2001.  Yet, it was the 
initiation of U.S. military operations in Afghanistan as part of George W. Bush’s Global War on 
Terrorism which allowed the FBI to finally arrest her after a year-long investigation.

Peter Lapp was one of the lead FBI counterintelligence (CI) investigators of Ana Montes.  His 
book provides a detailed description of the actors and agencies involved in the investigation 
and eventual arrest of Montes for espionage.  Since she worked for the Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA), that agency had the initial responsibility for initiating a formal CI case.  Since 
Montes was a model analyst and did not fit the typical profile of an insider threat, it took a 
lead from NSA to allow DIA to piece together enough evidence to take the case to the FBI.

While Lapp provides unique insider information on the investigation of Montes, his book 
spends too much time on his own background and how he became an FBI CI agent, 
contrasting his patriotism with Montes’ treachery.  He also takes a “victory lap” for catching 
Montes; despite the poor FBI surveillance techniques and almost blowing the case numerous 
times.

On the other hand, Jim Popkin is an accomplished journalist who provides a more nuanced 
narrative of Montes.  In Code Name Blue Wren, Popkin provides a deeper understanding of 
Montes’ past and her family relationships than Lapp.  Popkin sees Montes’ family as the true 
victims of her deception.  He does discuss the actors involved in the CI investigation of 
Montes; however, he is much more interested in recounting the human side of espionage and 
the impact it has on those closest to the convicted spy.  It is Popkin’s interviews with Montes’ 
family, and particularly her sister Lucy, (who worked for the FBI) which provide some of the 
most poignant comments in the book.  Lucy’s love for her sister, but also her revulsion of what 
she did in betraying her family as well as her country, is a reminder of what Ana also noted, 
“espionage always hurts someone.”  Ironically, less than a year after Montes’s release, a senior 
U.S. diplomat, Manual Rocha, was arrested for spying for Cuba for over 40 years.

Anyone who has served in the U.S. Intelligence Community will find it hard to reconcile 
Montes’ actions as an intelligence professional, regardless of her motives and justifications.  
However, it is much more troubling to see more senior former intelligence officers and prior 
service military members supporting violent acts of insurrection on January 6th against the 
nation and the Constitution which they took an oath (like Montes) to defend: a reminder that 
the most dangerous threats to the nation’s security are more often domestic, rather than 
foreign. 
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